
ISSUES, PROPOSED STRATEGIES AND 
INITIATIVES 
 
DISCUSSION AGENDA  
 
 
 DEVELOP HMS FMP (D. Squires Discussion Leader)  
 

1. Continued SWR support of team travel is a necessity. 
 

2. Major Issues in plan development. 
 

1. Performance criteria are being requested by NGO=s for all bycatch and incidental fishes 
listed in plan (n = 40). 

 
2. Management unit in plan = 13 species; all requiring an assessment, MSY; about 6 will 

require working from scratch, the rest from existing assessments by other groups. 
 

3. Lawsuit regarding sea turtles occurring in west coast EEZ. 
 

4. Longline, how should the plan deal with this issue? 
(1) Should longlining exist inside the EEZ? 
(2) Proposed drift gillnet conversions, harpooners, previously experienced shark 

longliners, and existing Oregon long liners all want to longline in the EEZ. 
(3) Displaced Hawaiian longliners fishing the west coast. 
(4) Commercial conflict on this issue with recreational fishers environmental groups, 

regarding marlin sharks, bluefin tunas and turtles. 
(5) Major conversion to longline in Mexico and impact on marlin and swordfish fishing 

in U.S. waters by commercial and recreational fishers. 
(6) Harvesting by longliners outside the EEZ and consistency with Hawaiian turtle 

court order. 
(7) How can effort be kept constant in this fishery (shark, swordfish, bluefin tuna)? 

 
5. When to schedule a limited entry for U.S. Albacore fishery? 

 
6. U.S. Canadian albacore treaty. 

 
7. Consistency of regulations between Western Pacific, Pacific Councils, and States on 

management of HMS species. 
 

3. How likely is it that the plan will be completed on time? 



 SUPPORT MANAGEMENT OF HMS SPECIES  
 

a. Support U.S. treaty obligations for the MHLC, tuna purse seine fishery in the western Pacific 
and albacore. 

 
1. Shortage of travel funds to support participation in Pacific meetings western Pacific tuna 

and north Pacific albacore at minimum level and modest funds for research. 
 

2. Modest Research strategy. 
(1) Lead international development of alternative MULTIFAN models. 
(2) Capacity building in stock assessment in island countries. 
(3) Economic impact analysis of the conversion to FAD fisheries in the western Pacific. 
(4) Assessment of economic position of the U.S. purse seine fleet in the face of 

growing international competition in fishing and declining prices. 
 

3. FAD ecological and fishery research and monitoring: a major science issue for which we 
have expertise, interest but no resources. 

 
b. Scientific Review of IATTC fishery science and management in the ETP. 

 
i. Shortage of travel funds for participation outside the U.S.A. 

 
ii. Increased involvement of SWFSC may be required in future 

(1) Recreational fishing interests. 
(2) North Pacific bluefin fishery (expanding pen culture). 

 
c. Support management of west coast HMS fisheries. 

 
i Stock assessment and research priorities. 

(1) Albacore 
(2) Mako and thresher sharks 
(3) Striped marlin 

 
ii. Service of Ray Conser on SSC as member at large ends in 2000. 

 
iii. Billfish recreational Fishery (PacFAAB). 

(1) Extent of unfunded research on recreational billfish. 
(2) Involvement in Mexican Fishing Club Tournaments. 

 
iv. Socioeconomic issues related to recreational fisheries. 

(1) One of the highest value fisheries in California but little is known. 
(2) Lack of knowledge on recreational fishing is impairing HMS plan development and 

resolving of commercial and recreational fisheries conflicts. 



 



v. CASHM (Continuous Albacore School and Habitat Monitoring). 
(1) High spatial resolution, distribution of school groups, fish sizes and environmental 

variables. 
(2) AFRF is essential; presentation at fall meeting. 
(3) Moving toward automatic habitat monitoring. 

 
 
 SUPPORT MANAGEMENT OF CPS SPECIES 
 

a. Staffing the CPS team. 
 

b. Passage of Amendment 9. 
 

c. Outside support for squid research ending. 
 

4. Bonito amendment of CPS plan (no action without a mandate). 
 

5. Sardine 2000, International Fishery Forum for Pacific Sardine. 
 

1. Promote in kind contributions for industry. 
 

2. Ensenada, Nov 29-Dec 1, 2000. 
 

6. Mackerel assessment and the aerial spotter survey, a chance for an investment in lidar. 
 

7. Shark/MOCNESS-prerecruit survey 2000, indexing CPS and WCGF recruits. 
 
 
 SUPPORT MANAGEMENT OF WCGF IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATERS  
 

a. Supporting our partnerships with CDF&G for southern California stock assessments. 
 

1. Cabezone assessment for 2000. 
 

2. Strategy: criteria are data rich and potential effects on policy. 
 

b. Continuing WCGF Responsibilities. 
 

i. Cowcod rebuilding: 
(1) How should we monitor recovery?  
(2) Shall we make a baseline direct estimate or depend on less sensitive existing 

surveys (CalCOFI, sanitation district survey)? 
 



ii. ESA assessment of Puget Sound rockfish. 
 

3. Annual production of CalCOFI data products for southern California groundfishes. 
 
 ASSESS AND REBUILD WHITE ABALONE 
 

a. Research options for white abalone in the future. 
 

i. White abalone reproduction, culture, and growout for stocking. 
 

ii. White abalone genetics. 
 

iii. Surveys in U.S. waters to monitor abundance and optimal micro-habitat for outplanting. 
 

4. Meetings with INP regarding their abalone surveys, and culture; sustain linkage under 
MEXUS. 

 
5. White abalone and restoration meeting, coast-wide coordination including Mexico. 

 
b. Will NMFS be petitioned for listing black abalone? 

 
 
 SUSTAIN ECOSYSTEM MONITORING THROUGH CALCOFI AND COASTWATCH 
 

a. New product monitoring market squid paralarvae, using existing or enhanced CalCOFI bong 
net catch.  Contributes to federal responsibility for monitoring squid under CPS plan. 

 
b. Sustaining CalCOFI plankton sorting. 

 
c. Opportunities expanding inshore, or northern sampling. 

 
d. Molecular identification of fish larvae. 

 
 
 DEFINE EFH AND ESTABLISH SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR MARINE PROTECTED 

AREAS AND OTHER HABITAT ISSUES 
 

a. FRD Strategy - Southern California near-shore habitats. 
 

i. Marine Sanctuaries Budget increase 85% in 2000 to 26K with 10k addition in 2001.  
SWFSC role in Channel Islands Sanctuary monitoring. 

 
ii. USGS initiative for southern California near shore bottom typing. 



 
iii. Focus on southern California, linkages between Channel Islands Sanctuary, CalCOFI 

survey data, and cowcod, abalone, squid, habitats. 
 

iv. Southern California is a largely separate ecological region from standpoint of species, 
ocean processes, CPFV fleet operations, and squid and abalone management. 

 
v. ROV surveys of essential habitat for spawning squid, white abalone, and cowcod. 

 
b. Strengthening links with SWR habitat office. 

 
c. Whatever happened to ARigs to Reefs@? 

 
 
 ADVANCE FISHERY SURVEY TECHNOLOGY  
 

a. CASHM. 
 

b. Acoustic inventories of squid eggs and adults. 
 

c. Automated egg and larval molecular identification. 
 

d. Lidar is on hold. 
 

e. FAD research. 
 
 
 FRD ADMINISTRATION 
 

a. Joint appointment of resource modeler with SIO. 
 

b. FRD web site development. 
 


